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Already my readers may see what was the leading feeling
in the Spaniards in conquering these Indian nations, al-
though they praise themselves so much in their histories as
having always fought for the Christian faith. But experi-
ence clearly shows, especially in these countries, that they
fought from avarice; and that this is the truth, is shewn by
the great variety of captains and governors that were sent out;
for wherever they did not find riches they would not stay;
and among so many I will name a few.
First, Antonio Sedegno entered the gulf of Paria, with
upwards of seven hundred Spaniards, in search of gold.
After hunting through three provinces without finding the
riches he expected, he would not remain in the country:
he consequently fell ill from vexation, and from despon-
dency more than from disease, ended his days; for out of
the great number of soldiers that he took with him,, only
fifty-five returned to the gulf.
Fernando di Soto, with five hundred Spaniards, was ap-
pointed governor of Fiorita (Florida), which province was
discovered by Juan Ponce de Leon: and he gave it this
name because he arrived there at Easter, or the day of the
Resurrection. Soto went scouring about through many
districts, making sure that he should find some very great
treasure; and having seen several Indians wearing golden
trinkets, he inquired where they got them, and they said
from a very distant country. The governor thinking that
they said this only to induce him to quit them (as they
already knew what the Christians were in quest of), began
to torment some of them to induce a confession of where
they kept it, and where it was to be found. Amongst other
cruelties that he inflicted on these people, he seized fifteen
must Lave behaved wonderfully well. They were probably the famous
Andalusians, suitable from being of a moderate size, well-knit, docile,
and of ready paces. (Trans.)